MISTERTON COMMUNITY TRUST

PUBLIC MEETING

TUESDAY 13TH JUNE, 2006

CHURCH ROOM, MISTERTON

1.
ATTENDANCE


Councillor H. M. Brand, Chairman of Misterton Parish Council, chaired the meeting.  Also in attendance were 17 inhabitants of the Parish of Misterton, aged eighteen and over, together with the Clerk to the Parish Council, Mr. D. Wright

2.
APOLOGIES


Mrs. B. V. Boulby and Messrs. P. S. Marsden, G. W. Shipley and M. A. Simmons submitted apologies for absence. 

3.
INTRODUCTION


Councillor Brand welcomed everyone to the meeting, and explained that the meeting had


been called by the Parish Council, as corporate trustee of the new Misterton Community Trust, to explain its proposal to sell the Village Hall, hopefully with the benefit of planning permission for residential development, and to consult the public as to the future of the Victoria Institute.    As regards the Victoria Institute, the Parish Council had already decided that it had no future as a village hall, but the Parish Council was required by the trust document to consult the public before proceeding to a sale.  


Councillor Brand’s introduction referred to the following:

· Overprovision of buildings available for community use in Misterton and their limitations

· Recent history of the Village Hall and Victoria Institute and their decline

· Recent vesting of trusteeship of both buildings in the Parish Council, as trustee of the Misterton Community Trust

· Recent public consultation as to the future of both buildings

· Work carried out by the Parish Plan Community Buildings Group, including advice given by  Michael Newstead, Director of BCVS, and Samantha Smith, Village Halls Officer at Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council, who both recommended that both buildings be sold.  

· Advice given by the Charity Commission expressing caution about sinking a large sum of public money into the Victoria Institute without certainty as to a viable future.

· Recent expenditure by the Parish Council in insuring the Victoria Institute and making it wind and watertight

· Possible charitable uses of the Victoria Institute, within the constraints of its charitable objects, classified as use for meetings, lectures or classes, and for other forms of recreation and leisure-time occupation

· The fact that the Parish Council’s insurers were not prepared to guarantee insurance cover on the Victoria Institute for more than a year.

· The location of the Victoria Institute, lack of parking, etc.

· The options available for the Victoria Institute, which included (a) selling it, (b) finding someone with a viable use for it in keeping with its lawful use, or (c) entering into an immediate dialogue with Nottinghamshire County Council to ascertain its long-term plans for the whole site and to ensure the community’s needs were heard and taken into account.


In closing her introduction, Councillor Brand commended the following course of action:

Comprehensive discussions should take place with Nottinghamshire County Council and other relevant organisations with a view to providing a sustainable use for the Victoria Institute, possibly by transferring the library into it with excellent facilities including an information technology suite. 

The abovementioned discussions should also address the future of the whole of the County Council site adjoining, with a view to rationalisation and improvement of the public buildings present.  In doing so it was desirable that:

· The good elements and character of the buildings be retained to develop the heart of the village.

· A new building be provided for use by youth groups with the facilities that youngsters require in the 21st century, including a sports facility with climbing wall, etc.

· A solution be found to the problems of anti-social behaviour and vandalism in and around the site, affecting neighbouring dwellings.

4.
DISCUSSION
A discussion then followed, at which those present indicated their views for the future of the Victoria Institute, which largely mirrored the vision set out by Councillor Brand, although it was  felt that the requirements of all age groups needed to be considered – not just young people.  It was also considered that a  business plan needed to be professionally prepared.  During the discussion fears were expressed over the possible lack of commitment to the County Council’s Wharf Road buildings complex.

Discussion also took place about recent correspondence between the County Council’s Strategic Property Department and Bassetlaw Planning Department in which the County Council suggested that, as part of a redevelopment package, the library be relocated into the present youth club building.  The Parish Council had already responded to both the County and District Councils on that suggestion, agreeing that the youth club building was not fit for purpose and suggesting that a new building be provided.  The County Council’s letter also proposed, as part of the package, that the field to the rear of the site be developed.  The Parish Council had expressed totally opposition to that suggestion, as the field was a very important green space in the centre of Misterton, and, as well as being used for youth club purposes, was also used for purposes such as the village gala.  In any case, the field was outside the village envelope.  Those present expressed firm support for the stance taken by the Parish Council. 

A the end of a constructive debate, it was unanimously agreed as follows:

1. That the Parish Council should write to the County Council along the lines suggested by Councillor Brand.  Furthermore, the point about the requirements of all age groups should be included in the letter.

2. That, if satisfactory progress was not made, a further public meeting be held in a year’s time, when further consideration would be given to the future of the Victoria Institute.

