PARISH OF MISTERTON
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 9TH MAY, 2006

Present: Councillor H. M. Brand in the Chair. 

 15 members of the public were present

1.
INTRODUCTIONS 


Councillor Brand welcomed Councillor Michael Bennett, Chairman of Bassetlaw District Council, to the meeting, together with his wife, Mrs. Hilda Bennett.  She also welcomed the newly-elected District Councillor for the Misterton Ward, Councillor Raymond Simpson. 

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING


The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting were received.

3.
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS FOR 2005

Councillor Bennett presented the Misterton Parish Council Citizen of the Year Awards to Mr. Martyn Johnson (senior) and Miss Rachael Duffner (junior).


Mr. Johnson was given the senior award for his work as group-co-ordinator for Five Villages First Responders, a voluntary group that attended serious, life-threatening emergency calls to give care and support to patients until the ambulance arrived.  He selflessly devoted a huge amount of time and effort to helping members of the community at times of great need.

Miss Duffner was given the junior award for two things:  firstly she was the server at All Saints’ Church where she had shown great staying power in assisting the vicar at Sunday morning services; secondly, she was one of the young people who distributed the Parish Council’s publications – which she did in a timely and reliable way.  

The public present showed their appreciation in the usual manner.

4.
MISTERTON AND WEST STOCKWITH JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE


Councillor M. A. Simmons submitted a report on the activities of the Joint Burial Committee over the past year.  His report covered recent improvements and future possible improvements.  He also referred to the excellent job done on maintenance by Mr. Paul Hinds.

5.
THE CHARLES COOPER TRUST FOR ALMSHOUSES


Councillor Simmons gave a brief report on the Charles Cooper Trust.


In essence, the Trust was financially sound, and properties had been improved. All 
properties were let.

6.
THE CHARITY OF GEORGE WELLS

Councillor Brand reported that 22 Christmas grants were made to elderly people in the village.  Two educational grants awarded.

Relatively poor take-up of what the Charity has to offer in terms of educational grants; encourage more applications.

7.
SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Councillor Brand reported that the school was improving, thanks to the head teacher and some new staff. There were significant financial and performance challenges in the year ahead but she was confident that with strong leadership the school would continue to prosper.

8.
NORTH EAST BASSETLAW FORUM


The Forum met every three months, representing the interests of parishes and other organisations across North east Bassetlaw.  It was grateful to the District Council for providing secretariat services – and for agreeing to support the continuation of the Forum beyond the initial three years.

The Forum had given the area representation on the sub-committee of the Airport Consultative Committee.

A few practical outcomes were:

· Presentations were given on housing needs survey – Misterton had already done one but other villages had recently decided to follow course

· Transport Needs Survey – progress was slow due to a change of personnel at Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council, but useful preliminary results had been obtained

· A meeting with the police was scheduled for the June meeting, when all villages would pool their experiences.

9.
MISTERTON AREA PARTNERSHIP LIMITED
The 10-year plan of Misterton Area Partnership had continued its work of addressing issues raised by local people during consultation:

· influencing development of former Newell’s site to include live/work units

· future of the sports field

· community buildings

· affordable housing.

There was a question mark over future West Stockwith representation on MAP due to poor democratic representation, which had left West Stockwith without Parish Council.

10.
FINANCIAL REPORT  


The Clerk submitted a detailed report on the financial position of the Parish Council, which indicated that the General Fund balance as at 31st March, 2006 was £42,466.


Details were given of the reasons for the increased precept in 2006/07.


Details were given of Section 137 payments made during the year.


At Christmas, £355 was distributed to 71 parishioners - each receiving £5.  The Village Charity working balances, as at 31st 
March, 2006, were as follows:


Haxey Gate Endowment
  34.60


Misterton Poors Fund

  36.58


Standring’s Charity

 105.28

11.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL


Councillor Brand delivered the following report:  
First, welcome to the new councillor who joined us during the year – Peter Marsden – and thanks to all councillors for their voluntary hard work during the year. I emphasise voluntary, as being a councillor brings no rewards – and sometimes a lot of hassle! - except our efforts to do the best for our parish and to represent our needs to other authorities.

A thank you, too, to those members of the public who maintain an interest in our work, and other village helpers.

Thanks are due to everyone for their past four years’ service, and particularly Dave Manning.  Councillor Norman White has now taken his place.
We started down the road to Quality accreditation in September 2003, and are almost at its end.  The Accreditation Panel will consider our application on Friday.  We decided to go for accreditation for two reasons:  the first was to demonstrate that we provide a quality service, and the second was to give us the best possible chance of survival in any future local government reorganisation.  Well, there’s now no doubt that there’ll be a shake-up of principal councils within the next two years, and there’s a lot of uncertainty about what’s intended at “Neighbourhood” level.  It’s commonly accepted that the Quality scheme was set up by the government to test the resolve of local councils, and it’s a fact that take-up has been poor.  Hopefully those of us who’ve grasped the nettle will be looked on favourably.     

This year we’re entering Category A of the CPRE Nottinghamshire Best Kept Village Competition, which is the over 2000-population category.  This will be our first entry for many years.  Although we have our critics, who think that there are too many black spots in the village, it’s the Clerk’s experience from Everton and Gringley that entering the competition spurs on improvements.  In any case, the rules allow us to request problem buildings, etc. to be excluded – those where we’ve no control over them.  We’ve nothing to lose. 

The Parish Council’s Best Kept Village Competition Working Party suggested our own competition to find the most-improved premises, and this has been launched. Already I have noticed improvements and seen people tidying up the front of their houses. The closing date for the competition is 31 July and all that’s needed is ‘before and after’ photos.

We received funding in 2005 for Notts RCC to carry out a housing needs survey.  Suffice it to say that the results pointed to the need for some affordable housing in Misterton.  This may have tipped the scales in persuading Bassetlaw District Council to grant planning permission for the five affordable houses at Church Drive.  We sold a little piece of land to the developers to facilitate access, and received payment of £33,333, plus reimbursement of all our legal and valuation fees.  The sale wasn’t guaranteed until late March, and so couldn’t be included in the budget.  In any case, the capital receipt is only available for capital, as opposed to revenue, spending.

The need for infrastructure to precede development is one of our main concerns.  There’s a need for adequate drainage, education, health, highways, housing, police, recreation, etc.  I should stress at this point the fact that Bassetlaw District Council is responsible for planning decisions.  The Parish Council only has the right to make observations on planning applications, but rest assured that we take this role very seriously.

Talking of infrastructure, thanks to former District Councillor Barry and our Councillor Boulby for arranging the recent public meeting over sewerage problems.  Also, our thanks go out once again to PC Dave Cooper, who made such an outstanding contribution to policing in Misterton, and who was transferred to the Retford area earlier this year.

On 1st March this year the new Misterton Community Trust came into being, with the Parish Council as trustee.  We now have responsibility for the Village Hall, which we plan to sell, if possible, and the Victoria Institute.  There’ll be a public meeting on 13 June at which we’ll explain our plans for the Village Hall and seek suggestions for any viable, future community use for the Victoria Institute.  

All three tenants have now signed their tenancy agreements for the community project at the old Co-op, and building work should start soon.  I explained the use to which it would be put at last year’s meeting, but will do so again if anyone so requests.

Threatened with High Court action by Andromeda Trading Ltd, we have recently sought counsel’s opinion as to whether Andromeda has a right of access across the common land.  As previously stated, our prime aim is to preserve in perpetuity the rights enjoyed by parishioners over the common land.  Counsel’s opinion is expected any day now.

The current position is that Langleys have dropped their proposal to apply for planning permission for a community building on the sports field.  They’ve applied for planning permission for four live/work units at the old R&D site on Marsh Lane, and for 69 dwellings on the old factory site on Marsh Lane.  Their applications don’t include a new doctors’ surgery, and they’re proposing to build round the existing social club.

The position of the Parish Council and MAP is that, subject to certain conditions, which include dealing with the problem of contamination of the soil on the site, we’ll not oppose the current applications subject to the sports field being given to the Parish Council.  

The first big achievement from the Parish Plan was completion of the new skate park last June.  It’s a massive success, entirely paid for by grant-aid other than the 11% third party funding contribution the Parish Council had to make.  Other recent improvements include a new barrier and gate in the car park area, and redecorating of the pavilion.  North Notts again beautifully maintained the sports field. Landscapes.

Paul Hinds, who also maintains the Joint Burial Committee burial grounds, again beautifully maintained the village amenity areas.

The Summer Gala was a washout, but hopefully the sun will shine on us this year.

The Christmas illuminations were beautiful as ever – thanks to Derrick Wheewall.  This year we’re hoping to work with the Co-op to decorate that building too.

We continue to try to get something done about the Old Bank, but without success, and there’s nothing more we can do about it unless the owner comes forward.

The Christmas Charity Distribution was made as usual.  Councillors continue to play an active role on the four village charities, being the Haxey Gate, Poors, Standrings and Wells Charities, plus, of course, the new Misterton Community Trust.

Donations to local voluntary organisations continue in the usual way.  This year we’re also giving medals to the primary schoolchildren to mark the Queen’s 80th birthday.

The village litter-pick was a great success, ably supported by the Fire & rescue service. Volunteers picked up more bags of litter but spotted far fewer examples of dog fouling. Nevertheless, dog dirt continues to be a cause of concern, and we’ve now provided 10 dog waste bins.

Finally, I am proud to be associated with Misterton Parish Council. A lot has been achieved during the year – and there’s more to do. There are some big projects in hand and I’m sure that, if we remain focused on them, we can achieve something for this village. I hope that we will become a Quality council – we should do! – and I would particularly like to thank the Clerk, David, for all that he does in his role as Clerk, and for the parish – far beyond what is asked of him as Clerk.

12.
MATTERS RAISED BY ELECTORS PRESENT

(a)
Mrs. A. Potter expressed concerns about certain maintenance problems on Hillsyde Avenue, and the Clerk agreed to take the matters up with the relevant Authorities.

(b)
Mrs. I. E. Charman referred to the problem of vegetation at kerb edges, and asked if anything could be done about it.  The Clerk responded that it was something he was working on.

(c)
Mr. D. Moorhouse again raised the issue of the derelict bank on Station Street. District Councillor Bennett responded and suggested that the Clerk write to District Councillor Simpson on the matter.


 

