
MISTERTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Strategic Review Committee, 

held in the Church Room on Tuesday 8th September, 2009

Present:

Councillor C. Burton, Chairman (in the absence of Councillor Keat).  Councillors Brand, Flower and Wheewall (joined the meeting at agenda item 6 - Minute No. 09/10/207)



Five members of the public were present. 

09/10/201

APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were submitted by Councillors Adams (holiday), Keat (holiday) and Marsden (work).
09/10/202

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



The following standing declarations of personal interest were made:


Cllr. Brand
Misterton Sports Social Club
Member





MAP Ltd.


Chairman of Trustee Directors





Joint Burial Committee

Parish Council Representative





NALC Northern Area

Parish Council Representative





Committee





North East Bassetlaw Forum
MAP Ltd. Representative/Chairman





Primary School Governors

Governor





Poors Fund


Parish Council Nominated Trustee





Standering Charity

Parish Council Nominated Trustee/









Chairman





Wells Charity


Parish Council Nominated Trustee





Bassetlaw District Council

Parish Council Member





Standards Committee





Quality Councils


Is reimbursed cost of delivery of Council publications 



Cllr. Burton
MAP Ltd.


Member





Misterton Sports Social Club
Member





South-east Misterton

Resident of the area





The Newells Terrace Mgt. Co.
Director





Safer Neighbourhood Group
Parish Council Representative





Administration


Is reimbursed costs of purchasing various small items





Amenities


Carries out small jobs occasionally 



Cllr. Flower
Joint Burial Committee

Parish Council Representative





MAP Ltd.


Trustee Director





Safer Neighbourhood Group
Parish Council Representative





South-east Misterton

Resident of the area





Amenities


Carries out small jobs occasionally



Cllr. Wheewall
MAP Ltd.


Member





South-east Misterton

Resident of the Area





Misterton Sports Social Club
Member





Standering Charity

Parish Council Nominated Trustee





The Misterton Centre

Relative of employee





Amenities


Carries out jobs occasionally



All Members
Training, Etc.


Entitled to Travelling and








Subsistence Allowances



Councillor Brand declared a prejudicial interest at agenda item 3 (Complaint by Mr. A. Stead to the Monitoring Officer about Councillor Brand), being the subject of the complaint, and left the room during consideration of that item.



Later in the meeting all Members declared a prejudicial interest at agenda item 5 referred to at Minute No. 08/09/205 below, insofar as they were all affected by the investigation report, but did not leave the room (Liverpool Case)

09/10/203

COMPLAINT BY MR. A. STEAD TO THE MONITORING OFFICER ABOUT COUNCILLOR BRAND

Councillor Burton reported that the Standards Assessment Sub-Committee had decided to take no action with regard to the above, for reasons given.  The Sub-Committee considered a letter from Mr. Stead to Councillor Brand (copied by Mr. Stead to the Monitoring Officer and Deputy Monitoring Officer) proposing reconciliation in a wider context, and felt that that was the best way forward.

The Sub-Committee expressed disappointment at the significant amount of time and resources spent in dealing with Misterton matters over the past year.  Members of the Sub-Committee recorded their hope that the process proposed by Mr. Stead and others would bring about a full reconciliation and a better working relationship between all concerned

09/10/204
COMPLAINT BY MR. D. WRIGHT, UNDER THE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S 
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE, OF MALADMINISTRATION IN RESPECT OF THE MINUTING OF THE DECISION OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE REGARDING THE COMPLAINT AGAINST FORMER COUNCILLOR WHITE

The Clerk reported that, after considering his complaint, the District Council’s Chief Executive had written a letter of apology to him, informing him that the Standards Committee would be advised to amend the incorrect minute.

The Clerk explained the background to the matter, which was that, after becoming aware that the unapproved minute was incorrect, he had repeatedly requested the Monitoring Officer to correct it, prior to submission to the Standards Committee, but she had refused.  He had eventually resorted to the formal complaints procedure in order to have the matter resolved.

The incorrect minute said that (following consideration of the investigation report) no action was to be taken, other than the report was to be treated as non-confidential.  The corrected minute would say that the investigation report (containing findings of breaches of three paragraphs of the Misterton Code of Conduct) was received.

09/10/205
COMPLAINTS BY COUNCILLORS BATTY AND WHEEWALL AND MR. D. WRIGHT, UNDER THE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE, OF MALADMINISTRATION IN RESPECT OF UNTRUE, DAMAGING AND DEFAMATORY MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THE INVESTIGATION REPORT INTO THE COMPLAINT AGAINST FORMER COUNCILLOR WHITE


The Clerk reported that the District Council was not prepared to consider the above complaints (which were not about former Councillor White) under the formal Complaints Procedure.  

The Clerk explained that (for the benefit of the public present), following investigation of his complaint about the conduct of former Councillor White, he had been sent a confidential draft report to consider.  He had replied to the Deputy Monitoring Officer, drawing attention to certain untrue damaging and defamatory material, which he requested be excluded from the final report.  This material related particularly to himself and Councillor Brand, but also to all Members of the Parish Council.  He also drew the attention of the Deputy Monitoring Officer to the fact that, as the draft report was confidential, Members would not have the opportunity to read it.

Unfortunately, not only did the offending material find its way into the final report, but the final report was embellished with seriously misleading and erroneous damaging statistics not included in the draft report.

The Parish Council had written to the Chairman of the Standards Committee, protesting about this matter and asking that the Standards Committee consider it, but the letter was not presented to the Standards Committee.

In the circumstances, the current complaints of maladministration were submitted under the District Council’s formal Complaints Procedure.  Various reasons had been given as to why the complaints could not be heard, but the matter was being pursued.    

09/10/206

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960



Resolved:
That, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be excluded, and they are requested to withdraw.

09/10/207

SPEAKING DURING MEETINGS    



Councillor Brand reported that she and the Clerk met District Councillor Simpson recently in an attempt to reconcile past differences.  The meeting was productive, and District Councillor Simpson apologised to the Clerk for his behaviour towards him at the meeting of the Parish Council on 8th July, 2008, The Clerk accepted the apology.



A discussion ensued, when Members stressed the fact that staff welfare was of paramount importance. 



Resolved:
That, in view of Councillor Simpson’s apology, the privilege formerly enjoyed by him to speak during meetings be reinstated on the basis now agreed. 

09/10/208

OFFER OF RECONCILIATION BY MR. A. STEAD ON BEHALF OF HIMSELF AND CERTAIN RESIDENTS



Consideration was given to correspondence between Mr. Stead and Councillor Brand regarding the above.



Resolved:
That agreement be given in principle to a meeting proposed by Mr. Stead, subject to certain assurances and preconditions.
09/10/209

ESTABLISHMENT REVIEW    



Pursuant to Minute No. 09/10/164 of July, 2009, a brief discussion took place regarding documentation produced by the Clerk.  Further consideration would take place in due course. 
